
 

 
1 

 
 
 
  

Inside This Issue 
President’s Corner  2 
Branch Officers and Committees / Become a Member  2 
Scholarship 2020 Awardees  3 
Youth Development Program (YDP)  3 
Vote 2020 / Census 2020 / Political Action  4 
Criminal Justice / NAACP Game Changers  5 
Juneteenth Celebration 6 
Zoom into the New Normal  7 

Our Mission 
The mission of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is to 
ensure the political, educational, social and 
economic equality of rights of all persons and to 
eliminate race based discrimination. 

 

Our Vision 
The vision of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People is to ensure a 
society in which all individuals have equal rights 
without discrimination based on race. 

Save the Dates – stay tuned 
 

Juneteenth 2020  
Juneteenth Flag Raising Ceremony,  

Saturday, June 6th 2:30 
Tompkins Park & live via NAACP Facebook  

Poetry Slam,  
Friday, June 19th 6pm to 8pm (via Zoom) 

Juneteenth Celebration,  
June 20th  Time (TBD) (via Zoom) 

 
See page 6, and stay tuned more to follow… 

May 2020 

NAACP General Membership Meetings 
Greater Huachuca Area Branch NAACP Monthly 

General Membership meetings are held the  
first Saturday of each month, at 1:00 p.m. 

***Note.  During these times of social distancing and 
other restrictions, our General Membership Meetings 
will be held virtually via ZOOM. Information to attend 

the branch virtual meetings will be distributed with each 
meeting notice. 

It’s not too late to be 
Counted!!! 

Census 2020 

Read more on page 4 and go 
to: http:// 2020census.gov/ 

Zoom into the “New 
Normal” 

Zoom has become a popular 
means for social, educational, 

and business collaboration during 
these times of social distancing. 

 
Learn more on page 8 

"Voting by Mail: How to Get a 
Ballot by Mail".  

https://azsos.gov/votebymail 

IT’S YOUR 
RIGHT…  

Let’s Make Every Vote 
Count!!! 

State and Local COVID-19 Sources to help us keep safe: 
- City of Sierra Vista – sierravistaaz.gov  
- Fort Huachuca Facebook page - @us.armyforthuachuca  
- Cochise County Coronavirus Response Hub -  cochisehealth.hub.arcgis.com 
- State of Arizona - AZ.gov 
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Greater Huachuca Area Branch NAACP 
Officers: 

Anthony Isom - President     
Tim Ash – Vice President 
Pat Crowell - Secretary 
LaVerne Jenkins- Treasurer 

Committees  
Anthony Isom - Criminal Justice 
Lynnise Moore - Community Engagement 
Pat Crowell - Freedom Fund 
Tim Ash - Communication, Press and Publicity 
Denise Magwood - Membership Committee 
Tricia Gerrodette - Political Action Committee 

 
Become a Member 

Join the NAACP today! With the support of NAACP 
members, we are forging a better future each and 
every day for ALL men, women, and children.  
• Your membership will help fund initiatives and 

programs to support our mission of racial equality 
and equal justice.  

• A membership in the NAACP is your opportunity 
to give back to the organization that has done 
more to change this country for the betterment of 
people of color, women, and the disenfranchised 
than any other in the nation's history.  

• Your membership in the NAACP makes you a 
part of a force of 300,000 people who stand for 
the freedoms guaranteed in our nation's 
constitution. 

• Your membership in the NAACP can make a 
direct and positive impact in the community. 

• Your membership in the NAACP will give you 
access to our benefits program that provides 
discounts on products and services across the 
country.  

• A regular membership is good, but a Life 
Membership is the BEST. 

Direct any questions to our Point of Contact:  
Secretary, Patricia Crowell,  

(520) 458-9758, naacpsierravista@gmail.com  
 

President’s Corner 
As we continue to deal with this global pandemic of 
COVID-19, we are grimly reminded that the coronavirus 
does not take a break and that, in some areas, it is still 
hazardous to be “black while minding your own business”. 
In the last few weeks, we were shocked and appalled to 
hear about jogger Ahmaud Arbery and Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) Breonna Taylor being needlessly 
gunned down in their own communities. In the case of 
Arbery, he was shot and killed while jogging in his 
community after being stalked by a former law enforcement 
officer and his shotgun wielding son, while Breonna Taylor 
was shot to death while in bed in her apartment in a drug 
bust gone horribly wrong.  
We, of the Greater Huachuca Area Branch of the NAACP 
stand with our national association in the call for a 
complete and transparent investigation of both incidents 
and demand that those responsible be brought to justice. Is 
it not enough that we must fight the invisible enemy of 
COVID-19, with all of its socially debilitating and divisive 
consequences, while at the same time endure the 
injustices driven by apparent racial prejudice and 
misinformation? Will we ever stop jumping to conclusions 
and start loving and protecting each other, regardless of 
skin color, age, race, ethnicity, national origin, sexual 
orientation, or social status? Now is the time for us to come 
together with one voice and purpose: the eradication of this 
terrible virus. We can only do this by putting aside our petty 
differences and start watching out for each other.  
While we pray that our national and global leadership will 
get serious and provide the guidance that they were 
elected to give, we must also do our part. Wash your 
hands, cover your face with a mask and cover your mouth 
with your sleeve when you sneeze or cough. Get tested! 
Stay home if you feel ill. Practice social distancing of at 
least six feet from each other when out in public (which 
should be kept to a minimum anyway).  If we take these 
simple measures, we can speed up the day when we can 
join and fellowship with each other in our communities. 
Please watch out for each other, pray, and stay safe. We 
will see you all on the other side. 
 
Stay blessed, 
Anthony Isom 
President 
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For years, our local Greater Huachuca Area Branch of 
the NAACP has supported scholarships for our local 
young people and our future. Thanks to the support 
from our Scholarship Committee Leadership (Marian 
Fletch and Lynise Moore), Tombstone and Buena 
High School JRTC, and various donors throughout 
our community. This year’s Greater Huachuca Area 
Branch of the NAACP 2020 Scholarship Awardees 
are: 
 
Cianny L. Corning, Buena 
High School, attending 
Mesa Community College 
 
Jakia N. Green, Center for Academic 
Success (CAS), attending University of 
Arizona (U of A) 
 
Veronika M. Kyles, Buena High School, 
attending University of Arizona (U of A) 
 
Toria S. Matthews, Buena High School, 
attending University of Arizona (U of A) 
 
Carmen Zarina, Bisbee High School, 
attending Cochise College 
 
Gianetta Postles, Bisbee High School, 
attending Arizona State University (ASU) 
 

The NAACP Youth Development Program (YDP) is 
looking for new members!!! 

Join the NAACP Youth Group as part of the 
courageous generation of intelligent and effective 
youth leaders creating a world for all people to thrive.  
Joining the NAACP means so much more than 
membership within an organization: you are becoming 
a part of a community. 
 
Youth members are some of the most active 
supporters in our ongoing efforts to protect, defend, 
and fight for civil rights. The Sierra Vista Youth 
Council #1706 is a full-fledged branch of the Arizona 
State Conference with all privileges and 
responsibilities of an NAACP branch. 
 
The Sierra Vista NAACP Youth Development 
Program (YDP) meets on the third Saturday of 
each month at the Cochise County Complex 
located at 4001 Foothills Drive at 10:00 AM 
 
For questions or more information contact: 
Valencia Pierce, President, Sierra Vista Youth 
Council #1706, Phone: 1 (866) 780-1750. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greater Huachuca Area Branch 
2020 Scholarship Awards 
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OUR VOTE, OUR VOICE 
The 2020 Elections are 
potentially the most 
important of our lifetime. We 
need to mobilize millions to 
ensure the highest turnout 
ever! Often times people of 

color are skeptical of the political establishment, 
unhappy with candidate choices, frustrated with 
structural and institutional racism, slow job growth, no 
wage growth, the rising costs of health care, the rising 
cost of college and the rising cost of housing, and 
disturbed about police violence. We can address 
many of these issues by electing the right individuals 
and passing the right legislation. 
 
Arizona’s primary election is coming on August 4. 
Some races in the county and state are actually 
decided in the primary because the primary winner 
has no competition in the general election. That 
means participation in the primary is really important!  
 
Are you ready to vote by mail? Standing in line to 
vote at a physical polling location, in the heat of 
August and perhaps still under health restriction 
guidelines, could be bad for your health.  Make your 
life easier and register to vote by mail (you are 
already registered to vote, right??!).  It’s pretty simple. 
Here’s the link to do it in Cochise County.
 https://www.cochise.az.gov/elections/home 
 
 
Tricia Gerrodette 
Political Action Committee Chair 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CENSUS 2020 – IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO BE 
COUNTED!!! 

The US Constitution requires 
that the nation’s population is 
counted every ten years to 
ensure equal representation 
for all communities. The entire 

population of the United States must be counted, not 
just citizens. Participating in the census is vital as it 
determines resources for your community that 
include: Federal Funding, Congressional 
Representation, Redraw Legislative Districts, 
Funding for New Schools, Hospitals, Roads and 
more.  

For more info go to:  http://2020census.gov/ 
 

 
 

 
 

TAKE POLIITICAL ACTION!!! 
The state legislature is 
effectively done for 2020, 
although there’s been some 
chaos about adjourning, an 
action called sine die. 
Some of the bills that 

NAACP was supporting won’t make it and one of 
them was Rep. Blackman’s prison and sentencing 
reform. Below is a link to an article that explains why 
he though the COVID-19 issue made reform even 
more important. 
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2020/04/10/lawmaker-
virus-makes-need-for-change-to-sentencing-laws-greater-
than-ever/ 
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Criminal Justice 
Criminal Justice Committee 
Purpose – To address the 
criminal justice issues of 
citizens of the United States of 
America on a state by state 
basis, then convene quarterly 
to exchange ideas, discuss 
the issues and seek ways of 

addressing criminal justice concerns. Issues of 
national importance are presented to the NAACP 
National Board of Directors for consideration. 
 
Criminal Justice Focus:   
• Sentencing Reform 
• Effective Law Enforcement 
• Eliminating Barriers for the Formerly Incarcerated 
• Aid for Survivors of Crime 

 
Anthony Isom 
Criminal Justice Committee Chairman 
 
 
 
Game Changers for the 21st Century 
In the fall of 2011, the NAACP launched a process to 
develop its strategic direction and plan, creating a 
powerful vision for the future, and setting 
organizational goals that would focus its work for the 
21st Century. 
The six NAACP Game Changers below address the 
major areas of inequality facing African Americans 
that are the focus of the NAACP’s work.  
Economic Sustainability.  A chance to live the 
American Dream for all. Every person will have equal 
opportunity to achieve economic success, 
sustainability, and financial security.  
Education.  A free, high-quality, public education for 
all. Every child will receive a free, high quality, 
equitably-funded, public pre-K and K-12 education 

followed by diverse opportunities for accessible, 
affordable vocational or university education.  
Health.  Health equality for all Americans including a 
healthy life and high-quality health care. Everyone will 
have equal access to affordable, high-quality health 
care, and racially disparate health outcomes will end. 
Public Safety and Criminal Justice.  Equitable 
dispensation of justice for all. Disproportionate 
incarceration, racially motivated policing strategies, 
and racially biased, discriminatory, and mandatory 
minimum sentencing will end. Incarceration will be 
greatly reduced, and communities will be safer. The 
death penalty will be abolished at the state and 
federal level, as well as in the military.  
Voting Rights and Political Representation.  
Protect and enhance voting rights and fair 
representation. Every American will have free, open, 
equal, and protected access to the vote and 
fair representation at all levels of the political process. 
By protecting democracy, enhancing equity, and 
increasing democratic participation and civic 
engagement, African Americans will be proportionally 
elected to political office.  
Expanding Youth and Young Adult Engagement.  
The NAACP is expanding the presence of youth 
consciousness in every aspect of the Association 
through significant attention to expanding 
engagement with key age demographic (1979 and 
after). Young adult engagement will be key in policy 
research, development and advocacy on all levels. 
Greater support is being made to enhance the 
capacity of local units to recruit, engage, train and 
retain young adults. Innovative approaches are being 
taken on young adult membership and program 
engagement. 
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The Juneteenth Flag is a symbol that gives all Americans the opportunity to recognize American freedom & African 
American History. 

The Juneteenth Flag represents a star of Texas bursting with new freedom throughout the land, over a new horizon. 
The Juneteenth Flag represents a new freedom, a new people, and a new star. 
The Juneteenth Flag is created with American red, white, and  blue colors. 

Juneteenth also known as Freedom Day  
or Juneteenth Independence Day, is the oldest 
known celebration commemorating the ending 
of slavery in the United States. Dating back to 
1865, it was on June 19th that the Union 
soldiers, led by Major General Gordon 
Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas with news 
that the war had ended and that the enslaved 
were now free. Note that this was two and a 
half years after President Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation - which had 
become official January 1, 1863.  
The Emancipation Proclamation had little 
impact on the Texans due to the minimal 
number of Union troops to enforce the new 
Executive Order. However, with the surrender 
of General Lee in April of 1865, and the arrival 
of General Granger’s regiment, the forces were 
finally strong enough to influence and 
overcome the resistance. 

Our Mission:  "To bring all 
Americans together to celebrate our 
common bond of freedom through 
the recognition, observance, 
education and historic preservation 
of Juneteenth in America."  

Juneteenth 2020 
Mission 

Celebrating Juneteenth 2020:  The City 
of Sierra Vista, Sierra Vista African American 
Community Coalition (SVAAC), Southwest 
Association of the Buffalo Soldier (SWABS), 
Greater Huachuca Area Branch NAACP, and 
representatives throughout our community have 
joined together to celebrate this historic event. 
In light of our current situation, much of the 
celebration will be over virtual media. We will 
host multiple events during the month June. 
Commencing with the Juneteenth Flag 
Raising Ceremony on June 6th, a Poetry 
Slam on June 19th and culminating with our 
Juneteenth Ceremony on June 20th.    
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Zoom into the “New Normal” 
 
Our response to the coronavirus outbreak could lead to a fundamental shift in how we learn, work and meet. While 
there are other collaboration applications available, Zoom has become one of the most popular. The Greater 
Huachuca Area Branch NAACP has conducted several meetings recently using Zoom to include our General 
Membership Meeting on May 9th. The branch will continue to conduct meetings using Zoom until such time that it is 
safe to meet in person. We are scheduling our virtual General Membership Meeting along with the Juneteenth Flag 
Raising Ceremony on June 6th. Specific Zoom information to include meeting links, access codes, and passwords 
will be provided. The Zoom tutorials and Zoom controls information are provided to help familiarize ourselves with 
using the Zoom application:  

Join a meeting:  https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting-  
Meeting Controls:  https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362603-What-Are-the-Host-Controls-  
Joining and Configuring Audio & Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/-s76QHshQnY?rel=0&autoplay=1&cc_load_policy=1   
Sharing your screen:  https://www.youtube.com/embed/YA6SGQlVmcA?rel=0&autoplay=1&cc_load_policy=1   
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Greater Huachuca Area Branch 
(GHAB) 
NAACP 

P.O. Box 477 
Sierra Vista, Arizona 85636 

1 (866) 780-1750 
Email:  naacpsierravista@gmail.com  

Website:  naacpghb.org  
Facebook: @sierravistabranch  


